" I injected a drachm of pure mucus, diffused through an ounce and a half of water, into the jugular vein; the heart was a little quickened, and respiration was correspondent^ hurried, but the effects completely subsided in twenty minutes.
" I injected the entire white of an egg, diffused through two ounces of water, into the left common carotid of a dog. It produced considerable cerebral excitement, which was succeeded by drowsiness and feebleness of the limbs that continued for several hours; but the symptoms were very mild, and their duration inconsiderable."
The bearing of these experiments on the momentous question of the etiology of hydrophobia will occur to every reader; and we think the author uses a due discretion in speaking doubtfully on the subject.
" Concerning the production of canine madness by the injection of saliva into the blood, it is not now my intention to speak. It will, however, be sufficiently evident from the experiments already cited, that saliva is capable of exerting a very marked influence upon the brain and nervous system. The spasm, convulsion, and coma which were consequent upon the introduction of saliva into the arteries and veins, are conclusive proofs of its activity; whilst the absence of all such symptoms on the injection of the other animal fluids into the circulatory system demonstrates that, not to any physical or mechanical influence, but to a peculiar property inherent in itself, is saliva indebted for the manifestation of its physiological action.'' Dr. Wright next proceeds to coDsider the digestive properties of saliva. He finds that its alkalinity varies, in the healthy subject, according as the stomach may be excited by stimulants, or by the presence of acidity? proportionately to these things is the alkalinity of the saliva increased.
" I tested the saliva of a dog, and found it moderately alkaline. I then injected into his stomach, through an elastic catheter, an ounce of French brandy diluted with an equal quantity of water. In three minutes, the alkalinity of the saliva was doubled, and at the end of six minutes its strength was four or five times greater than at first. At the expiration of half an hour it had returned to its original state of alkalinity. I Wright's production, we cannot be so ungracious as to dismiss it from our notice without one word expressive of our opinion of its value as a contribution to physiology. Even in the meagre outline of the treatise given above, the reader will discover its great interest and importance, and will receive it as conclusive evidence of the ingenuity, zeal, industry, and philosophical spirit of the author.
